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To the Editor:
Re “Pair of Studies Say Covid Originated in Wuhan Market” (news article, Feb. 28):

As we enter the third year of the pandemic, it is becoming increasingly clear that we may never know the full and exact details of
the emergence of SARS-CoV-2 in humans.

Even as experts continue to uncover connections to the market in Wuhan, China, the spillover story may only remain a partial
narrative, veiled by insufficient data. This is an uncertainty, like so many other unknowns on a shifting planet undergoing climate
change, to which we must adapt.

The one certainty we can rely on, however, is the inextricable link between humans and animals. From hunter-gathering to the
industrial livestock production model, our relationships with animals cannot be unbound. What’s more, we’ve progressively
dominated species and their habitats with dire consequences. This certainty is highlighted by the pandemic through which we
are all living today.

So, it’s time to start talking about our health differently. Public health does not exist in isolation from other beings. It’s time to
become comfortable talking about public health as planetary health.

Perhaps normalizing this discourse might have us, as a global community, face the destruction of natural habitats as the
destruction of global human health. Perhaps it might have us cultivate a different type of care, a reciprocal care that might stand
to benefit us all.

Christine Yanagawa
Vancouver, British Columbia

Mr. Biden, Reach the Heartland
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